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1. DATOS BÁSICOS DEL TFG:

Título: Simulación de circuitos cuánticos y computación de alto rendimiento en clústeres
heterogéneos

Descripción general (resumen y metodología):

The simulation of quantum systems is a computationally expensive problem that requires high 
performance computing systems. This problem is of importance in several branches of physics, 
traditional, such as condensed matter, but also in novel areas such as quantum computing. For 
example, developing classical quantum circuit simulators is important for testing and evaluating 
quantum technologies. 

This thesis project will study how to simulate quantum circuits (the ones used in quantum computer 
algorithms) on supercomputers. A comparative study of different strategies to simulate quantum 
circuits of interest will be performed. The suitability of tools of interest to available High 
Performance Computing (HPC) architectures will be studied, such as, e.g., the Proteus computer of 
the University of Granada will be studied https://proteus.ugr.es/, or other public or private HPC 
centers. State of the art HPC systems consist of heterogeneous environments, comprising multiple 
nodes with a diverse variety of specialized processors, including multi-CPUs, and hardware 
accelerators such as GPUs and FPGAs. Furthermore, several of the public clusters available in Spain 
have recently installed Quantum Processing Units (QPU), allowing for hybrid quantum-classical 
computing systems to be developed.
Methodology:
Literature will be reviewed with different quantum circuit simulation strategies for heterogeneous 
HPC systems.
Common programming languages for optimization tasks in computational physics, such as C/C++, 
Python or Julia, will be used.
Existing quantum software libraries such as IBM QisKit or Microsoft Azure can be used.
Simulations will be carried out on the Proteus supercomputer of the UGR.
The performance of the simulations, cost of computational resources, memory, computing time, 
etc., will be analyzed.

Tipología: Estudio de casos, teóricos o prácticos, relacionados con la temática del Grado.

Objetivos planteados:

Objectives:
 
We will study the implementation of an advanced simulation method for quantum circuits, in such 
an environment. We will investigate state-of-art classical simulation methods, such as, e.g. matrix 
multiplication, tensor networks, convex optimization, Wigner functions, the covariant matrix 
formalism, symplectic geometry, stabilizer formalism, stabilizer rank methods, circuit-knitting, 
circuit cutting.
 
We will identify what type of computing hardware is optimal for physically relevant problem 
instances. We will focus in developing new computational physics methods for optimizing computer 
simulations in heterogeneous nodes, such as, available multi-node multi-CPUs, GPUS, FPGAs, which 
are currently available in the Proteus cluster, as well as QPUs, available in Spain in CESGA and BSC.
 

https://proteus.ugr.es/


We will optimize the method using modern quantum information techniques, algorithmics, 
numerical computational physics methods and High Performance Computing paradigms. 
 
Emphasis will be placed on the optimization of high-performance simulation tasks. Optimizations to 
achieve resource savings will be studied, such as, existing symmetries or linear dependencies, or 
mathematical structures. We will pay attention to the memory cost, time cost, energy efficiency, 
parallelization capacity.
 
A simulation of a quantum algorithm of interest for a computational problem will be implemented 
on a supercomputer. If access to a quantum computer is available, a hybrid quantum-classical 
quantum algorithm implementation will be attempted. The goal is to implement the proposed 
method in a heterogeneous HPC setup and obtain numerical benchmarks to gain quantitative and 
qualitative understanding of how modern HPCs can simulate quantum computers.
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Recomendaciones y orientaciones para el estudiante:

Es recomendable tener conocimientos previos o alto interés en física computacional, física cuántica
y computación cuántica.

Plazas: 1
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